
STATEMENT TO 504 TEAM 
Manifestation Determination 

Because                                                                         has been identified as a student with a disabling 
condition pursuant to Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, before Colorado Springs School District 11 
may expel him/her or suspend him/her beyond 10 school days, a 504 Team of persons knowledgeable about 
                                                      , his/her evaluation data and placement options must first determine that the 
conduct that is the basis for the recommended expulsion or suspension is not a manifestation of the student’s 
identified disability                                                                 . 

 The legal theory is that 504 students should not be expelled or suspended for more than 10 school days 
for the conduct that they can’t control.  That is the reason you, members of a 504 Team, have been asked to 
assemble to determine whether the conduct in question was a manifestation of the student’s disabling 
condition. 

MANIFESTATION DETERMINATION : 

1. It is the responsibility of this 504 Team to determine only whether                                                     conduct,  
which will be described, was a manifestation of his/her disability                                                               . 

2. It is not the 504 Team’s responsibility to, nor may the team determine, whether the conduct in fact occurred.  
The District’s student discipline hearing officer or a school official will make that determination for the purposes 
of the District, if there is a hearing.  Neither are you to be swayed by sympathy for or against the student.  The 
504 Team’s sole responsibility today is to determine, based on your evaluations and knowledge of 
                                                                , whether the conduct engaged in that resulted in the recommendation for 
expulsion or suspension if true, was a manifestation of his/her disabling condition.  In other words: 

a. Was the conduct in question caused by or did it have a direct and substantial relationship to the 
student’s disability?  Or 

b. Was the conduct the direct result of the District’s failure to implement the student’s 504 plan? 

3. Here are some examples of findings made in other cases: 

 a. A student’s conduct in destroying a bathroom at school was found to be a manifestation of the student’s 
disability where the student was seriously emotionally disturbed and where the weight of the evidence favored 
that result. 

 b. A student’s consumption of beer while truant was not in relation to a student’s language and learning 
disability. 

 c. A school district properly concluded that bringing a gun to school was not related to a student’s learning 
disability. 

 d. A student’s possession of razor blades at school was not related to a student’s learning disability and 
emotional disability; and 

 e. There was not causal link between a student’s possession of marijuana and an LD student’s low self-
esteem. 

These examples are provided to give you an idea of the kinds of manifestation determinations that have been made for 
other students and not necessarily to instruct you on how to decide in                                                             case. 
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4. If you answer YES to either of the two questions appearing on the manifestation determination report form, 
you must find that the student’s conduct was a manifestation of his/her disabling condition, and                                                 
may not be expelled or suspended for more than 10 school days for that conduct. 

 If you answer NO to both questions appearing on the manifestation determination report form, you must find that 
the student’s conduct was not a manifestation of his/her disabling condition, and                                                                
may properly be expelled or suspended for more than 10 school days for that conduct. 

 

DESCRIBE CONDUCT HERE: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DESCRIBE DISABILITY HERE: 

  



MANIFESTATION DETERMINATION 
Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 
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STUDENT NAME:        DATE: 

GRADE: 

DISABILITY: 

CONDUCT: 

 

 

Formal 504 plan in place? YES  NO  

 

MANIFESTATION DETERMINATION 

1. Was the conduct in question caused by the student’s disability or did it have a direct and substantial relationship to the 

student’s disability? YES   NO   

2. Was the conduct in question the direct result of the District’s failure to implement the 504 plan? 

 YES NO  

 

Note:  If the 504 Team answered YES to either 1 or 2 above, the conduct was a manifestation of the 
disability, and the student may not be expelled or suspended beyond 10 school days.  If the 504 Team 
answered NO to both questions, the conduct was not a manifestation of the disability, and the student 
may be expelled or suspended beyond 10 school days. 

YES = Manifestation  NO = Not a manifestation 

 

Team members present (signature and title): 
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